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CONNECTING COMMUNITIES. PROTECTING NATURE. 2017

OUR VISION is a world where biodiversity is preserved 
and people act to conserve nature and embrace it as 
central to a healthy community.

OUR MISSION is to protect and restore the resources of San 
Elijo Lagoon Ecological Reserve, its watershed, and related 
ecosystems for the benefit of current and future generations.

On the Cover: Flight Over San Elijo Lagoon,  
by Lorenzo Menendez

ROOTED IN FLIGHT

Doug Gibson, Executive Director | Principal Scientist

Here’s to new views! This was an exciting year to 
be leading the way in connecting communities and 
protecting nature. In our 30th Anniversary, several 
long-range plans came into focus, including our sold-

out Birds of a Feather biennial benefit and the groundbreaking for the 
Reviving Your Wetlands lagoon restoration. Big open space came into 
your land trust stewardship, including the announcement we secured 
77 more acres of coastal habitat for preservation and trail connections. 

You play an important role in the sustainability of San Elijo Lagoon as 
a wild open place for nature and community. You play an important 
role in the sustainability of San Elijo Lagoon as a wild open place. 
What we do here—and now—will have lasting benefits for current 
and future generations. 

Our milestone journey continues. Please read more in these pages 
about the 2017 conservation and education actions you directly 
support that are making impacts. Thank you for your passionate gifts, 
voices, volunteerism and participation in our global vision that is 
Rooted in Flight.

Sincerely, 
Doug

@sanelijo              @sanelijoconserv              @sanelijoconservancy              @YouTube

www.facebook.com/sanelijo
www.twitter.com/sanelijoconserv
www.instagram.com/sanelijoconservancy
https://youtu.be/PKB_trn5j6c
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NATURE & YOU 2017

HERE IS A GLANCE at the accomplishments that you make possible through your membership and gifts.

1,000-acre ecological reserve | 1,000 plant & animal species | 7 miles of trails | 6 distinct coastal habitats

RESTORE  
the lands and 
waters of rare 

coastal ecosystems

ENSURE  
sound science 
in land and water 

conservation

EMPOWER 
people to join 
in and make a 

difference
12,284 people engaged in 

Conservancy programs  

 1,241 unique volunteers 58 news stories  
about our work in the region

112 acres  
enhanced

3,000 plants grown  
in the San Elijo Nursery 

3,789 native plants installed  
in restoration sites

INCREASE 
conservation education 

outcomes with a 
lifelong love for nature 132,833 reserve visitors 3,861 students in  

Our Living Watershed 
12 interns contributed 2,486 hours 

in environmental stewardship

77 Acres saved 
 

52 days weekly  
water quality monitoring

Guiding Reviving Your Wetlands 
biological monitoring now and future
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Together, we are inspiring youth 
and adults to begin and grow in the journey 

where nature is embraced as central to 
healthy communities. Your gifts ensure 

strategic funding for community 
and nature initiatives.

Saving Lands

Rooted in Flight
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PATHS OF IMPACT 2017
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strategic funding for community 
and nature initiatives.

Saving Lands

Rooted in Flight

“I wish that everyone  
who has hiked the lagoon trails  

or simply enjoyed solace in nature 
would become a member of  

San Elijo Lagoon Conservancy. 
With increased support and 

membership, we could do even 
more – bring more children on 

field trips, enhance more habitat, 
and reach out to everyone about the 

value of cleaner air, lands,  
and waters so important  

to us all.” 
—Paul Worthington, Board Member
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PATHS OF IMPACT 2017
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OUR LANDS for Nature & You 2017

77 More Acres | Protected Wild Lands Increase

Hiking into and through San Elijo Lagoon is about to get even more 
wild. We expanded our protected lands by 77 acres in the upland 
canyons of Encinitas. An accessible trail will connect Lake Drive 
to the 15-acre Strawberry Fields West (along Manchester Avenue) 
that will be in our protection when Caltrans completes highway 
construction in 2021. 

The land acquisition was made possible by a generous donation 
from Solana Beach resident Ann Dunne. A longtime Conservancy 
supporter, Ann provided seed funding for our Sage Environmental 
Leadership program.

Conserving rare Coastal Sage Scrub and Southern Coastal Bluff Scrub 
habitats is essential. Our survey of the land identified several special 
status plants on the property, including Del Mar manzanita (federally 
endangered), sea dahlia and Nuttall’s scrub oak. At least two special 
status species of concern call this place home—the San Diego pocket 
mouse and the California Gnatcatcher.

“I stared at that jewel of nature, still wild,  
for hours from the top of Annie’s Canyon Trail.  

It belongs in safe hands, and now it is.”  
—Ann Dunne, Supporter and President’s Council member

L–R: San Elijo Lagoon 
Conservancy’s Associate 
Biologist Emma Havstad, 
founding member and 
former board president, 
Denise Stillinger and 
Executive Director/
Principal Scientist  
Doug Gibson survey 
coastal habitats.

This addition of land holds rare Southern coastal bluff scrub habitat.
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OUR LANDS for Nature & You 2017

Harbaugh Seaside Trails is now designated 
as Open Space Preserve. Harbaugh Seaside Trails | We Saved These Views Together

The expansive ocean view corridor linking Solana Beach and 
Cardiff-by-the-Sea will never be developed. Once designated as 
General Commercial, Harbaugh Seaside Trails is now Open Space 
Preserve—voted by the City of Solana Beach with the support of the 
Conservancy and Harbaugh Seaside Trails Committee. We are excited 
about caring for this land together.

We worked to obtain permits to restore the lands. We are now 
in the final stages of environmental biological studies to obtain a 
permit from the California Coastal Commission to begin the donor 
monument and seaside trail improvements. 

We saw the beginning of the pedestrian railroad under crossing 
get underway. This important trail connection will provide access 
to the lagoon and to the Coastal Rail Trail—long awaited by our 
communities. We worked diligently with Build NCC to advocate that 
this would happen.

Harbaugh Seaside Trails is our community’s gift to the future, where 
the views we enjoy now will be here for generations to come.

“We held out and here we are today.  
This rezone is another important milestone and will forever 
be a part of the history and the legacy of this land. With its 
beautiful views, this land was meant to be an open space.” 

— Gerri Retman, Conservancy supporter and enduring voice  
for the preservation of Harbaugh Seaside Trails

Harbaugh Seaside Trails  
Committee members
 

L-R: Tom Golich, Gerri Retman, Gary 
Martin, Doug Gibson, Janie DeCelles, 
David Winkler and Joe Balla  
Photo courtesy Sebastian Montes,  
UT Community Media



 “Congratulations 
on the groundbreaking of 

this important restoration project! 
Reviving our wetlands and lagoons 

enhances the beauty and diversity of our 
region. Thank you for your dedication 

and commitment to this project and your 
environmental stewardship.” 

—California Senator Patricia Bates,  
36th District | Certificate of Recognition  

presented to the Conservancy  
November 29, 2017 in  
Encinitas, California
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REVIVING YOUR WETLANDS 2017

Reviving Your Wetlands Groundbreaking November 29, 2017
L-R: California Transportation Commissioner and former State Senator Christine 
Kehoe, Caltrans Acting Chief Deputy Director Laurie Berman, County District 3 Coastal 
Community Representative for Supervisor Gaspar – Corrine Busta, SANDAG Vice Chair 
Terry Sinnott, Encinitas Mayor Catherine Blakespear, California State Senator Pat 
Bates, Deputy Regional Manager of California Coastal Conservancy Megan Cooper, 
and San Elijo Lagoon Conservancy Executive Director/Principal Scientist Doug Gibson

An Epic Journey Breaks Ground

Conservancy, State and local leaders symbolically planted native Spiny 
rushes in a ceremony for the groundbreaking of the long-awaited San 
Elijo Lagoon Restoration project, called Reviving Your Wetlands. This 
is the start to efforts that have been 20 years in the making. 

We spent the seasons leading up to the groundbreaking securing 
permits. Biologists surveyed birds, fishes, water quality and other 
wildlife in the lagoon to collect baseline data that will be used to 
analyze the success of the project in years to come.

The Conservancy is guiding Reviving Your Wetlands, estimated to 
conclude in early 2021. This essential restoration project is funded 

by Transnet tax revenue. We are guiding quality control standards by 
monitoring biological conditions in collaborative efforts to leave the 
lightest possible footprint. 

With equipment in and out of the lagoon during this time, we 
remember the bigger picture: where we can imagine the flow 
of healthier waters and an increase in wildlife diversity in this 
important stopover for birds along the Pacific Flyway. New trail 
connections will be worth the wait. For many visitors, it means a 
glimpse of the endangered Ridgway’s Rail, or the simple joy of being 
outside in coastal breezes with birds in the sky and on the water.



Rendering of the new nature center trail connection—provided by County of 
San Diego Parks & Recreation (Landscape photography, courtesy Al Butler)

Megan Cooper of the 
California Coastal Conservancy 
speaks with Conservancy 
Executive Director/ Principal 
Scientist Doug Gibson at the 
Groundbreaking
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REVIVING YOUR WETLANDS 2017

“There’s a very fine  
band that plants and animals 

that live in a tidal estuary 
are evolved to inhabit. The 

restoration project will create 
what’s known as upland 

habitat, so that as sea levels 
rise, the existing plants have 
a space to migrate instead of 

being covered by water.” 
—Megan Cooper,  

Deputy Regional Director for  
California Coastal Conservancy

TIDAL FLOW Mudflat 
The male Fiddler crab waves his 
one larger pincer in the air to attract 
females. Fiddler crabs make their 
homes by burrowing in mudflats.

HABITATS Saltmarsh 
San Elijo Lagoon provides a nursery 
for commercially important fishes, 
like California halibut. Baby halibut 
grow up here and swim to the ocean 
as adults.

PACIFIC FLYWAY Bird Life 
The Marbled Godwit is one of many 
winter visitors. Come spring, they 
return to their nesting grounds in 
the prairie grasslands of Northern 
U.S. and Southern Canada.



San Elijo Lagoon Conservancy | Impact Report 2017 | Page 10

“I like the smells, the peace, 
the trees, the birds.” 

—3rd grade student

GET OUT INTO NATURE 2017

Our Living Watershed conservation education 
embraces youth and adult lifelong learning. 
The program provides a pathway that ensures 
students and participants will connect to 
nature, become watershed and wetland 
literate, recognize nature’s relevance, become 
conservation confident and skilled, and take 
action on behalf of the environment.

Third grade students from Ashley Falls Elementary in Del Mar got a zoomed in look at the California horn snail  
and noticed some interesting adaptations that help it survive in the salt marsh habitat.

Family participants reflect in the shade as they write in their nature journals 
about the day’s meaningful discoveries.

Families Learn and Play

Your support this past year is helping to effect meaningful and 
long-lasting change. Our Get Out Into Nature (GOIN’) initiative 
embraces family learning and outdoor togetherness with weekend 
adventures in the Escondido watershed. 

Armando and his parents stopped to smell different plants and listen 
to birds chirp. They even created their own special bird calls. Armando 
crossed a beautiful babbling creek by boulder hopping! They enjoyed the 
quiet, reflected on the day by journaling, and discovered invertebrates 
using pond nets. Everyone agreed that the day went by too fast.

Welcome, Del Mar Third Graders

In addition to our longstanding partnership with Escondido Union 
School District, we officially welcomed the Del Mar Union School 
District to Our Living Watershed. We are excited to bring all third 
graders to participate in our Next Generation Science Standard 
(NGSS) aligned field trips.

Last year  
more than 6,200 
children joined us 
in the Escondido 

watershed.



 “My egret photo 
was taken just before sunset 

at one of my favorite trailside 
benches … sometimes I can more 

fully appreciate the beauty of the lagoon 
environment by just sitting down and 
letting nature put on a show for me. I 
especially enjoy watching the winter 
bird migration unfold every year.” 

—Dean Harris, First Place  
Photo Contest
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GET OUT INTO NATURE 2017

Lifelong Learning

Last year we enhanced our programs in support of lifelong learning. 
One of our impacts was to evaluate and enrich our volunteer 
naturalist training. We invited leaders from the BEETLES project of 
the Lawrence Hall of Science at UC Berkeley. It stands for: Better. 
Environmental Education. Teaching. Learning. Expertise & Sharing. 
The project infuses outdoor science with research-based approaches 
to improve teaching and learning.

They practiced making observations as part of training. Observing 
leads to engagement and emotional connections with the natural 
world. These are valuable life skills. We take a step forward with every 
inspired child we are helping to connect with nature. And every adult 
learner as well.

We continued to offer integrated culture and nature  
programming to connect with the inspirations of diverse 
audiences. Our programs included: Winter Birding Series, Love 
Your Lagoon Fun Run, Butterfly Tours and the Wildflowers 
Workshop. We welcomed new members to the Conservancy as a 
result of their connections with nature and its ambassadors.

The naturalist team practices the valuable skill of observation.

Graduates of our High School Mentees program stand 
with Conservancy Education Manager Elayna Flanders 
and Interpretive Ranger Michelle Levesque.
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ROOTED IN COMMUNITY CONSERVATION 2017

Increasing Native Habitat

Community volunteers are rooted in action for healthier Southern 
California coastal habitats. Together, we are removing invasive plant 
species, installing native plants—and—even removing an unforeseen 
invasion by the white snail. Children and families are joining in to 
improve culverts and beaches in community cleanups.

Patti Koger got involved with habitat 
restoration after joining a Conservancy tour. 
She was introduced to the excitement of 
birding and the connectivity of everything 
in nature. She began helping at the San Elijo 
Nursery and in the reserve, knowing that 
every person can make a difference with their 
time and talents.

We focused on the Santa Carina and La Orilla restoration sites. 
We are watching the transformation of these lands once overrun 
with grasses and eucalyptus from earlier eras. More native views are 
shaping these lands and providing habitats for the lagoon’s birds and 
other animals.

Santa Carina before and after native habitat restoration with 
focused planting events.

“Now maturing, several of the restoration sites  
are blending in to the native landscape and are occupied by 

California gnatcatchers, a federally threatened species.  
It’s working! I encourage you to join us.  

Come get your hands dirty!”  
—Patti Koger, Community Restoration Steward

650  
community and 

corporate teambuilding 
volunteers joined in to 

improve native  
habitat.



San Elijo Lagoon Conservancy | Impact Report 2017 | Page 13

ROOTED IN COMMUNITY CONSERVATION 2017

Awarded for Leadership in Watershed Conservation

Our work in conserving coastal wetlands extends beyond the 
Escondido Creek watershed. With collaborative partners, we are 
guiding native habitat enhancement throughout the watersheds of the 
following creeks that flow into the Pacific Ocean: Loma Alta, Buena 
Vista, Agua Hedionda, Encinitas, San Marcos, Cottonwood, and 
Escondido Creeks.

Last year, the California Department of Fish & Wildlife Prop. 1 
grant awarded your Conservancy $1.1 million to support multi-
watershed enhancement and restoration. This was a significant 
recognition of our leadership in conserving San Diego County’s 
watersheds for healthier lands and waters.

When we involve our youngest participants in habitat enhancement 
we are growing future stewards. Kids love to learn about pollination 
by birds, bees, butterflies and many animals. 

Students from R. Roger Rowe Elementary in Rancho Santa Fe 
spent part of a Saturday propagating 100 native pollinator plants 
at the San Elijo Nursery. They returned months later to install 
the seedlings around the Butterfly and Pollinator Education 
Amphitheater at the Rios Trail, providing more valuable habitat 
for native pollinators. After planting, the students and their families 
enjoyed a naturalist-guided nature walk to learn more about the 
plants and animals they are helping to thrive.

Newest Santa Carina restoration site, 
image courtesy Janine Free

“I told my friend Leslie  
if we were ever to be 

scientists, I could be the 
finder and she could be the 
sketcher. We could learn 

about it together.” 
—Jazmyne, Lagoon Explorers camper



Endowments:

Revenue
Individuals 493,690

Corporate 114,617

Government* 4,207,852

Foundation 303,394

Investment Earning (net)	 225,263

5,344,816
*San Elijo Lagoon Restoration Project

Expenses
Programs 4,416,784

Development & Member Stewardship	 217,936

General & Administrative	 295,604

4,930,324

Development & Member Stewardship

Programs

General & Administrative

How Total Revenue
is Invested6%

4%

90%

WE ARE ACHIEVING HISTORIC ADVANCEMENTS THROUGH 
YOUR CONTINUED MEMBERSHIP AND GIFTS.

Discover 

Imagine

Connect

Protect

90 cents  
of every dollar 

directly supports 
our programs.
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STRATEGIC INVESTMENTS 2017
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INVESTOR RECOGNITION 2017

Special thanks to board member 
Paul Worthington and former board 
member Sally Foster, co-chairs of 
the biennial celebration, Birds of a 
Feather. Their support in bringing in 
new partners and returning sponsors 
was instrumental in our wild and 
sold-out Birds of a Feather 30th 
Anniversary celebration.

Board Member Ed Quinlivan was 
honored for his spirited leadership at 
the 2017 North County Philanthropy 
Council Volunteer of the Year Awards. 
Ed is Senior Vice President at Union 
Bank of California and is a 7-year 
member of the Conservancy’s 
Board of Directors. He connects 
philanthropic support with the Union 
Bank Foundation for Title I school 
children and families in the Escondido 
watershed.

DIRECTORS:  
Doug Gillingham | President  
Nicolle Selby-Thomas | Vice President 2018 President  
David Kramer | Secretary 2018 Treasurer  
Matthew Adams, CPA | Treasurer 2018 Vice President  
Brenda Hall**, Bill Harman, John Helmer**, Anita Hayworth, PhD, 
Susie Hedrick, Kevin K. Johnson, Esq, Linda Jones, PhD*, Michael 
Lea, PhD, Megan O’Toole Lyons, John Osborne, Ed Quinlivan, 
Elizabeth Venrick, PhD*, Paul Worthington  
* Directors whose terms ended in 2017    ** Directors who joined in 2018

LEADING THE WAY | Board of Directors

Thank You 2017 Supporters
The leadership, supporters, members, partners, staff 
and volunteers of San Elijo Lagoon Conservancy lie at 
the heart of our mission and vision. The Conservancy 
thanks all of our contributors for helping save the 
places we all love and ensuring cleaner lands and water.



NATURE & COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP | President’s Council

President’s Council members 
L-R Neil and Clarice
Hokanson and Liz and
Tony Salant at the Birds of a
Feather Rooted in Flight 30th

Anniversary Celebration 2017

YOUR LEGACY | Legacy Circle

Margaret Chivers with daughters Caroline 
and Susan at the Flatirons in Colorado 1954. 
Margaret’s love for nature was central in her life. 
She left a legacy for environmental conservation 
by including her estate (realized in 2017) for the 
Conservancy’s vision-inspired work now and in the 
years to come.

LAGOON AMBASSADORS | Reserve Managing Partners
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INVESTOR RECOGNITION 2017

Karen Berger
Dr. Mark & Nikki Boiskin
Mark & Ellen Bramson
Bob & Lois Chaddock
Steven & Norma Chodos
Susan Crane
Janie DeCelles
Elaine Dodge & Martin Staubus
Frank & Penny Dudek
Ann Dunne
David & Peg Engel
Ilse Epprecht
Ellen Fales & Randy Roberts
James Farley
Paul & Cheri Fleuelling
Sally Foster
Steven Ganzberg & Anne Adair

Ron George & Tricia Takacs
Douglas Gillingham & Dana Friehauf
Tom & Donna Golich
Carol Hart
Blayne & Carrie Hartman
Steve & Susie Hedrick
Tom Heywood & Stephanie Wilde
Neil & Clarice Hokanson
Mike & Dawn House
Peter House & Carol Childs
Georgia Jenks
Jocelyn Jenks
Sheila Johnson
Elizabeth Keadle
Joe & Mary Kellejian
Greg Koch
Peter & Margaret Kohl

David & Debbie Kramer
Michael & Teresa Lea
John & Elizabeth Leonard
David & Jayne Lesley
Parker Lyons & Megan O’Toole Lyons
Richard & Kristin Markell
Kirk Martens & Beverly Gepfer
Peggy Martin
Andy & Kathleen Mauro
Andra Moran
Brys & Rita Myers
Daniel Powell
Jack & Patty Queen
Ed & Janet Quinlivan
Ned & DeeDee Reynolds
Denise Rubino MD
Tony & Liz Salant

John & Patricia Seiber
Dave Shaw & Anita Hayworth
Darrell & Jill Shrader
Janet, Joy Marie & Peter Simon
Denise & Dave Stillinger
Alan & Steve Tarkington
Jeff Thomas & Nicolle Selby-Thomas
Elizabeth Venrick
Frances Hamilton White
Jan Wier
Leonard Wittwer & Martha Blane Wittwer
Paul Worthington
Daniel Wulbert
Art & Sandy Yayanos
Peter & Rachel Zahn
David & Diane Zeiger

Russell & Betty Benson (realized)
Jennifer Bright
Bob & Lois Chaddock
Margaret Chivers (realized)
Jennifer Cohen (bequest notification)

Patty Cornelius
Maria Davey (realized) 
Janie DeCelles
Elaine Dodge & Martin Staubus
Mark & Lisa Doliva
Ilse Epprecht
Mayme Kline & Robert Beasley
Marc & Lynne Friedmann
Doug & Lauren Gibson

Bill Gish (bequest notification) 
Tom & Donna Golich
Margaret Griffith
Bill & Patti Harman
Tom Heywood & Stephanie Wilde 
Robert Jensen & Erin Thomas 
Mayme Kline & Robert Beasley
Peter & Marge Kohl

M. Alberta Kruger (realized)
James Lauer
Michael & Teresa Lea
Paul & Leah Lonsdale
Andy & Kathleen Mauro
William E. Miller & Ida Houby
Bob & Cindy Moore
Brys & Rita Myers
Craig & Jeanne Olson

Mariette Pinchart
Janet Placido
Ann Pogue
Dave & Denise Stillinger
Alan & Steve Tarkington 
Paul Worthington
Ret. Col. Harold Wright (realized) 
Art & Sandy Yayanos



Natural Resources Conservation Service

INVESTORS FOR A HEALTHY FUTURE

Gifts of $10,000+ by Agencies, Corporations, 
Foundations and Organizations

OUR TEAM | Staff Members

DIRECTORS:  
Doug Gibson | Executive Director/Principal Scientist 
Barry Lindgren* | Associate Director 
Jennifer Bright | Development Director 
Tara Fuad | Education Director 
Chris Lewis | Finance & Administration Director 
Bradley Nussbaum | Habitat Management Director 
Tim Stillinger, MESM, PhD Candidate | Scientific Program Director

STAFF:  
Alys Arenas | Associate Biologist/GIS Specialist 
Jamie Consolo | Development Associate 
Joe DeWolf | Associate Biologist/Community Restoration Program 
Elayna Flanders | Education Manager 
Emma Havstad | Associate Biologist/Project Coordinator 
Kristie Hill | Associate Biologist/GIS Specialist* 
Kristen Hoffman | School Program Coordinator 
Shirley Innecken | Lead Ecologist 
Scott Rothberg, PhD | Geospatial Information Database 
Administrator/Environmental Planner 
Amara Schaffer | Office Manager 
*Former 2017 staff

A dedicated Conservancy naturalist, Barbara Wallach 
(center) was named winner of the County of San Diego 
Parks & Recreation PARK CHAMPION AWARD. Barbara 
has led thousands of curious students on Conservancy 
field trips and delivers interpretive workshops. She 
mentors new naturalists and is an example of leadership 
for nature and community.
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INVESTOR RECOGNITION 2017



A special thank you to Birds of a Feather Exclusive Presenting Sponsors: Carol House and 
Peter Childs for their unwavering support of the big picture of a healthier natural world. The 
Birds of a Feather Rooted in Flight gala raised more than $300,000 for the development of 
generations of nature stewards, and for the continued protection and restoration of the 
lagoon, its watershed and related ecosystems.

Elayna Flanders, Education Manager (2nd from left), received 
the County of San Diego Parks & Recreation COMMUNITY 
TEAM MEMBER AWARD. Her passion and commitment to 
providing high quality programming and for strengthening 
collaborations earned her this nomination by our partner 
rangers at the San Elijo Lagoon Nature Center.

1,056
investments 

by you
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 INVESTOR RECOGNITION 2017

Anonymous (2)
John DeBeer & Mona Baumgartel
In Memory of Mac & Audrey Elliott
Ki’s Restaurant 
Ilse Epprecht

Flatiron-Skanska-Stacy and Witbeck
Moffat & Nichol 
Union Bank of California Foundation
David Welborn & Ann Hunter-Welborn

GIFTS $10,000-$19,999

Anthony Cerami & Ann Dunne Foundation 
for World Health

INSPIRED PHILANTHROPY

GIFTS $100,000+

LEGEND

• Loyal Lagoon monthly giving

 Jewish Community Foundation

 Rancho Santa Fe Foundation 

 The San Diego Foundation

ACS Habitat Management
Clarke
Margaret Chivers Estate
Sage Garden Project
San Diego Gas & Electric
The Hamilton White Foundation

The John and Elizabeth Leonard  
Family Foundation

The Malk Nature Fund
The San Diego Foundation
The Seeley Foundation

GIFTS $20,000-$49,999

Anonymous (1)
Magie Biehl
Steven Ganzberg & Anne Adair
Ron George & Tricia Takacs
Douglas Gillingham & Dana Friehauf

Tom & Donna Golich
Mike & Dawn House 
Las Olas Mexican Restaurant
Marathon Construction
Denise & Dave Stillinger

Jan Wier
David & Sherry Winkler

GIFTS $5,000-$9,999



 
San Elijo Lagoon 

Conservancy thanks all of 
our supporters who make countless 
successes realized in the restoration 

and protection of our lands. We have 
listed contributors at the $500 and greater 
level, including our President’s Council’s 

leadership gifts of $1000 and above. Please 
visit SanElijo.org/Impact to view all our 

valued supporters and to download 
the 2017 Impact Report.
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INVESTOR RECOGNITION 2017

Lisa Ackermann & Todd Elvins
Matthew & Danielle Adams 
Anonymous (2)
Judith & Richard Arendsee
Alan & Cheryl Barnebey
Richard & Jan Block
Gerald & Shela Bordin
Helen Bourne
Craig Campion
Thomas & Caitlin Carter
Geeta Chinai
Elizabeth Clarquist

Robert Conn
Alan & Jerelyn Creutz
Joan Davis
Janie DeCelles
Steve & Jane Dempsey •
Nick & Cristina DePolo
Gordon & Cathie Dixon
Jeffrey & Stacey Eaton
Harry Ettinger
Tom & Mary Evers
Hal & Pam Fuson
Gloria Garrett

Don Geiger & Emmy Garnica
James Gilmore & Cameron James
Stacey Halboth
Donald & Deborah Halliday
Ken & Susan Heffner
John & Jane Helmer
Jamie Henson & Robert Housekeeper
Georgia Jenks
Mark Jenne
Gordon & Janell Johns
Barry & Roberta Lindgren
John Luttgens

Mike & Jenny McClintock
Bruce & Marie McFarland
Sheila Mergeanian
Ron & Jill Morris
Kevin Parra
Todd J. Plastino
Dadla Ponizil & Judy Berlfein
Jeff Probst
Rancho Santa Fe Garden Club
Jack Ross & Barbara Bolton
Ashleigh Sheehy
Sharla Short

Mike Spain
Debby & Barry Strauss
Barbara Swanson
TheZenith
Judd Westover & Jill Ellis
Charles & Judith Wheatley
Katherine White
Kara & Bill Wilson

GIFTS $500-$999

GIFTS $1,000-$4,999
Anonymous (1)
AT&T
Gladys Baird
Karen Berger
Boeing Company
Dr. Mark & Nikki Boiskin
Mark & Ellen Bramson
Jennifer Bright
Cappetta Family Foundation
Bob & Lois Chaddock
Steven & Norma Chodos
Coastal Community Foundation
Susan Crane
Steve Dinkin & Tara Fuad •
Elaine Dodge & Martin Staubus
Mark & Jenny Dowling
Dowling & Yahnke
Frank & Penny Dudek
Dudek
David & Peg Engel
Robert & Mary Jane Engman
Paul & Cheri Fleuelling
Sally Foster •
Marc & Lynne Friedmann
Hansen Surfboards
Carol Hart
Hattie Ettinger Conservation Fund 

Steve & Susie Hedrick 
Tom Heywood & Stephanie Wilde •
David & Heidi Hodges
Bill & Susan Hoehn
Neil & Clarice Hokanson Family Fund 
Hunter Industries
Sheila Johnson
Kevin Johnson • 
Elizabeth Keadle
Joe & Mary Kellejian •
Greg Koch
Peter & Margaret Kohl
James Lauer
Michael & Teresa Lea 
The Leichtag Family Foundation
David & Jayne Lesley
Mark Levin & Carol Levin
Parker Lyons & Megan O’Toole Lyons 
Kim MacConnel & Jean Lowe
Richard & Kristin Markell*
Peggy Martin
Andy & Kathleen Mauro
Moffatt & Nichol
Andra Moran
Brys & Rita Myers
Nordson Corporation
David & Debbie Kramer 

Orion Construction Corporation
John Osborne
Daniel Powell •
Jack & Patty Queen
Ed & Janet Quinlivan
Ned & DeeDee Reynolds
Denise Rubino, MD
Tony & Liz Salant
Pete Schroeder
The Scott Group at Morgan Stanley
John & Patricia Seiber
Dave Shaw & Anita Hayworth 
Richard Sheridan & Nancy  

Perry-Sheridan
Darrell & Jill Shrader
Sean Caddell & Guenter Siedel
Mary Jean Smith
Alan & Steve Tarkington
Audrey Terras
The Outdoor Foundation
Jeff Thomas & Nicolle Selby-Thomas 
The Timmstrom Family Fund
Maria Walker
Sarah Westling
Leonard Wittwer & Martha Blane Wittwer 
Paul Worthington 
Daniel Wulbert

Art & Sandy Yayanos
Peter & Rachel Zahn
David & Diane Zeiger



Our vision  is a  
world where biodiversity is preserved and 

people act to conserve nature and embrace 
it as central to a healthy community. 
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Together, we are Rooted in Flight 


